
PREFACE 
In December of 2022, I received a package in my office from former Flossmoor resident Marilin Brown, cur-

rently living in Georgia, with a handful of historical documents related to Flossmoor that she wanted to do-

nate to the historical archives. We thank her for this donation. 

 

One of the most interesting documents in the package was this history of the Flossmoor School District 161 

from 1915—1929 written by Flossmoor’s first village president, Daniel J. (or D.J.) Brumley. I knew I wanted to 

share this document on the new local history page at the library’s website, as it provided interesting details 

on the political manipulations required to build Leavitt Avenue School I had never seen elsewhere. However, 

the document was typed many decades ago, and the print was extremely faint in certain sections. I have 

used photo enhancement software on these images to correct the issue as much as possible. 

ABOUT D.J. BRUMLEY 

To say D.J. Brumley was important to the early history of the Flossmoor is an un-

derstatement. Indeed, he had a hand in a number of civic projects and organiza-

tions in the young village. Born March 19, 1865  on a farm in Putnam County, 

Ohio, Brumley began teaching in local rural schools as a young man in order to 

secure funds for university. His tenacity paid off, as he graduated at the age of 30 

from The Ohio State University in 1895 with a degree in civil engineering. He 

then began working for the Illinois Central Railroad, eventually rising to the posi-

tion of Chief Engineer. As an IC employee, Brumley was likely aware of Flossmoor 

from the very beginning of the village. In 1915 he joined other IC employees 

when he became a Flossmoor homeowner, buying the house at 911 Bruce Ave-

nue he would live in for the rest of his life and raise his two children.  

 

From 1915—1922 Brumley advocated with others for the creation of a grade school in the village proper. As 

part of that effort, he was elected to the School Board and served as President. This story is told in the fol-

lowing pages. After the school opened, Brumley was one of the men who met at the school during a party to 

discuss the idea of incorporating the village. The village was incorporated in 1924, and Brumley was elected 

to the village board and then chosen as the village board’s first President from 1924—1927 (Flossmoor did 

not elect “mayors” until 1961). In addition to these posts, Brumley was a Justice of the Peace for Rich Town-

ship for 31 years. He was also president of the Flossmoor State Bank, which opened in 1927 and closed dur-

ing the Great Depression.   

 

D.J. Brumley died December 6, 1959 at the age of 94. Brumley Avenue is named in his honor.  The home on 

Bruce Avenue stayed in the Brumley family for decades afterwards.   

—David Martin  

Adult Services Manager 
Flossmoor Public Library 

 

 










